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Choosing a mental or a written method
Multiplying by a one-digit number

Use the 
formal 
written 
method 
of short 

multiplication

I can double or double twice. 
(For example, 

243 × 2 or 32 × 4)

I can multiply by 10 
and then halve it. 

(For example, 42 × 5)

I can multiply by 10 
and subtract once. 

(For example, 23 × 9)

Carry out the calculation 
in your head. 

(For example, partition 
42 × 3 into 40 × 3 and 2 × 3)

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Am I multiplying 
by 2 or 4?

Am I multiplying 
by 5?

Am I multiplying 
by 9?

Can I split 
(partition) a 

number into two 
parts to multiply 

it mentally?
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