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Choosing a mental or a written method
Multiplying by a two-digit number

Use the 
formal 
written 
method 
of long 

multiplication

Multiply by 100 and then 
halve or quarter the result. 

(For example, 
42 × 50 or 42 × 25)

Multiply by 10 
and adjust the result. 

(For example, 
42 × 11 is 42 × 10 + 42)

Multiply by 20 
and adjust the result. 

(For example, 
42 × 19 is 42 × 20 – 42)

Multiply by 100 
and adjust the result 

(For example, 
42 × 99 is 42 × 100 – 42)
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Am I multiplying 
by 50 or 25?

Am I multiplying 
by 11?

Am I multiplying 
by 21 or 19?

Am I multiplying 
by 99 or 101?
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