Adding and subtracting fractions

When adding and subtracting fractions, make sure the fractions have the same denominator
(bottom number). Then just add or subtract the numerators (top numbers) and write the
same denominator.

3 4 7 .

— + — = — <«— three-tenths and four-tenths is seven-tenths

10 10 10

% - % = % «—— eleven-twelfths take seven-twelfths is four-twelfths

The answer you get might need to be simplified. If the answer is an improper (top heavy)
fraction, it can be changed to a mixed number.

n_7_4 imolifi 1
2 13- 12 can be simplified to 3
4 4_8 : 3
5 + il can be changed to the mixed number 1 5

If the fractions do not have the same denominator, you need to change one or both of
them to equivalent fractions.

3,4_3_.,8_1_41
10757170 10 T

-

Adding and subtracting mixed numbers

You need to add or subtract the whole number part of the second number first.

3 2 _yz3 2 _p3 .2_pb5
b5 +25 =45 +2+5 =65 +5 =67

With mixed number subtractions, take care if the second fraction is larger than the first.

2 4 2 4 _,s2 4 _nd
57-17=59-1-3=47-7°37

Test gourself S

Answer these, giving answers as simplified proper fractions or mixed
numbers.

4,1 9 _ 2 _ 51 7 5 Remember
l.ag+g= b i5-75= cntn= dg-g=
Make sure the fractions have the
2. q 2 _4_ b3_-3_ c 1 _2_ d3-1_ .
47075 478 1 3 4% same denominator before you
5 51 _ 2 13 _ 3,42 _ 3 g4 _ begin. You only need to add or
3. a 26 26 - b 55 15 - ¢ 74 + 13 - d 87 57 - subtract the numerator.
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