How to use this book

The words in dark blue are

called headwords.

They are shown in

alphabetical order.

The black
words under
the headwords
are called
definitions.
They tell you
what the word
means.
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upside down

upside down

vertical

the g up
upstairs
on a higher floor of a building
upwards
" vacant
up to a higher place
empty

urges, urging, urged

1o 7y T0 get somebody to do a
certain thing
urgent

so important that it needs to be
done at once

o/fomething with; to put to
sorpé purpose

dse (say ‘yoos) uses
purpose; usefulness

useful

of some use; helpful

useless

of no use; not useful

usual
often done; happening often

usually
more often than not

The guide
word in this
corner tells you
the first word
on this page.
The guide
words help you
to find your
way round the
book.

vertical

straight up; standing upright; the
opposite to horizontal; at right
angles to the horizon
vessel vessels

1 a container for liquids
2 aship
vest vests
a piece of clothing word next to

the skin on the top pdrt of the
body, to keep you ylarm

vet vets

vacuum vacuums

1 aspace

with no air in it

2 vacuum cleaner a machine for

lifting d

irt (from carpets, for

example)
3 vacuum flask a container for

keeping

vague

liquids hot

not certain or clear

vain
vainer, vai

amce

valley valleys
low ground between two hills or

mountains

valuabl

1 very useful

2 worth a

value values

nest

oud; conceited

elessly; without any
of success

e

lot of money

The big red
letters show
the start of a
new section.

ideo camera

video cameras

a camera that films action and

records sound

view views

1 what you can see from where
you are

2 what you think about
something

vigorous

strong; active

van vans
a vehicle for carrying things

vanilla

a sweet flavouring

vanish

vanishes, vanishing, vanished
to go out of sight; to disappear

vapour vapours

tiny drops of liquid floating in the

air as mist, steam or a cloud

variety varieties

1 many different things mixed
together

2 akind

various

of several different kinds

varnish

a substance painted on a surface

to make it shiny

vase vases

a container for holding flowers so

they can stand in water

vast

very large; of great size

veal

meat from a calf

There is a word next to
some of the headwords.
This is the plural. The
plural is the word you
use for more than one
of these things.

virtue virtues

goodness

virus viruses

1 very small living thing in
the blood that often causes

illness
2 a program that stops a

computer working properly

visible
able to be seen

vision

vehicle vehicles

a machine used for carrying people
or things (for example, a car or
a van)

veil veils

a thin covering for the face or
head, usually to hide it

vein veins

one of the thin tubes that carry
blood into your heart

velvet

a kind of cloth that is soft and
smooth on one side

verb verbs

a word that says what someone or
something does

verdict verdicts

what is decided, especially in a
law court

verge verges

the edge of a road or path

vermin
small harmful animals or insects

verse verses
T a poem
2 one part of a poem

version

The guide word in
this corner tells you
the last word on
this page. The guide
words help you to
find your way round
the book.

vulture

volcano

a
a mountain that sometimes throws
out melting rock, hot ashes, steam b
and flames e
volleyball d
a game in which a ball is thrown
back and forward over a net ®
volume volumes f
1 the space something fills
2 a book (often one of several) ]
3 how loud a sound is
h
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a useful
kitchen

utmo

Sometimes
you see ‘say’
or ‘sounds
like’ after a
dark blue
headword.
This tells you
how to say
the word.

utensil utensils

1 the most that is possible
2 the greatest
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1 the importance or usefulness of
something

I tool, especially in the 2 how much money you would
get for something if you sold it

st valve valves

an instrument that controls a flow

of water, air or electricity

The words in

blue below a
headword are
different forms
of the word. If
there is more than
one meaning, the
different forms
may go with
meaning 1 only.

or fis}

This is a
special
headword.

It has a special
meaning when
used with
another word.

vegetarian vegetarians
a person who does not eat meat

vegetable vegetables@ one person's description of what
a plant grown for food (for
example, a carrot or o cabbage)

has happened; another person's
description may be different
versus (v)
against (another team, for
example)

There is a

short way of
saying this
word. The
shorter word
is in blue
print, inside
brackets.
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Some words
have more
than one
meaning.
Each meaning
is given a
bright orange
number.

This alphabet

strip tells you

that you are in
the ‘v words. It
also shows you
where v’ comes
in the alphabet.

There is a page
number at

the bottom of
every page.
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