
Notes for teachers
The first two sections of this book are designed for use with either the Schofield & Sims First Illustrated First Illustrated 
DictionaryDictionary or the Schofield & Sims First DictionaryFirst Dictionary. The activities will work equally well with either book 
Ð but please note that the activities on pages 10 and 30 will elicit different answers depending on the 
book used. The third section is designed for use with the Schofield & Sims First ThesaurusFirst Thesaurus. 

All these books may be ordered via the Schofield & Sims website www.schofieldandsims.co.www.schofieldandsims.co.ukk or by 
telephoning 01484 60708001484 607080.

The First Dictionary and TFirst Dictionary and Thesaurus Activitieshesaurus Activities help children: 
• to learn to use a dictionary as a source of reference
• to develop the skills and knowledge that they need for using a dictionary and a thesaurus
• to discover how useful both these books can be when they are writing.

The activities provided give children graded practice in implementing all the skills that they acquire as they work 
through the book. A full list of the learning objectives is given on page 47.

Choose between the First Illustrated DictionaryFirst Illustrated Dictionary and the First DictionaryFirst Dictionary according to which books you have available 
and/or how much support individual children need.

Section by section
This book is divided into three sections, as follows:
• Using a dictionary: first stepsUsing a dictionary: first steps

This section is in line with the end of Year 1 objectives and could be used as revision at the start of Year 2. 
• Using a dictionary: learning moreUsing a dictionary: learning more

This section is in line with the end of Year 2 objectives and provides activities that will best suit children who are 
nearing the end of Key Stage 1.

• Using a thesaurusUsing a thesaurus
This section is best completed once children are already familiar with using a dictionary. It is aimed at children 
who are nearing the end of Key Stage 1 and are beginning to understand and use more adventurous vocabulary.

The First Dictionary and TFirst Dictionary and Thesaurus Activitieshesaurus Activities may also be used to support work with older children.

Page by page
Each page has a clear learning point, which is introduced and explained at the top of the page. 

 LookLook  The explanation is followed by an activity that encourages the child to refer to his or her dictionary 
or thesaurus and apply the learning in practice.

 CheckCheck  Check points at the foot of every page encourage children to check that they have understood the 
learning points. The check points are clear statements beginning with the words I canI can or I knowI know; they sum 
up clearly the main focus of the activity and will help children to consolidate what they have learned.
Tell the children to tick the check point box when they understand and can apply what they have learned 
on the page.
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