Notes for teachers

Sound Phonics supports the teaching and learning of phonics. It can be used in school or at home, providing
children with opportunities to apply and practise their developing phonic knowledge and skills. The series
follows the same basic structure as the systematic phonics resource Letters and Sounds (© Crown copyright
2007) and can also be used with other incremental phonics programmes.

Using this book

The Sound Phonics activities are most effective if the child works through them with an adult. This gives the
child the opportunity to say and listen to the sounds, practising phonic skills orally as well as on the page.

Consolidating learning

In Phase Six, children should consolidate their understanding of reading strategies and apply their phonic
knowledge through independent reading. At this stage they will read with fluency a range of stories and some
non-fiction texts. Children also need plenty of opportunities to apply spelling strategies and rules in their own
writing.

Focus statements

The ‘Focus’ notes at the foot of each page summarise the teaching objectives for that page, expressed simply
so that any adult working with the child will understand them. Further notes for parents and other helpers are
provided on page 46 (see ‘What next?’). Technical terms are defined in the Glossary on page 47.

Assessment pages

The assessment pages may be used as an informal check on the child’s achievements and include an assessment
summary, which is presented in simple language and in a format that a teacher or parent can run through with
the child.

Independent reading in Phase Six

In Phase Six, children begin to read independently short stories like those on pages 22 and 28, and in
Assessment 1 on page 44. The children’s ability to recognise lots of words automatically and to sound and blend
unfamiliar words quickly should ensure that their reading is fluent. You may wish to draw to the attention of
parents and other helpers the strategies below that they can use to help a child who finds independent reading
difficult.

Strategies for helping

If a child gets stuck on a word, ask him or her to sound and blend it aloud. Is the child sounding out the
graphemes correctly? Should he or she try an alternative pronunciation of a grapheme? If the child is close to
reading the word correctly, would reading the whole sentence help?

If the child manages to read the story but is not very fluent, encourage him or her to read it again. This will
help the child to become more familiar with common words and generally more fluent in his or her reading.

A Glossary and notes for parents section is provided at the back of the book, on page 47.

Published by Schofield & Sims Ltd, All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
Dogley Mill, Fenay Bridge, Huddersfield HD8 ONQ, UK transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
Telephone 01484 607080 photocopying, recording or duplication in any information storage and

retrieval system.
www.schofieldandsims.co.uk
This publication is not included under the licences issued by the Copyright

Copyright © Schofield and Sims Ltd, 2010 Licensing Agency Ltd, Saffron House, 6-10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.
Author: Carol Matchett Editorial project management by Carolyn Richardson Publishing Services
Carol Matchett has asserted her moral right under the Copyright, Designs (www.publiserve.co.uk)

and Patents Act, 1988, to be identified as the author of this work. Design by Oxford Designers & Illustrators

Printed in the UK by Wyndeham Gait Ltd, Grimsby, Lincolnshire
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library. ISBN 978 07217 1152 2



