Introduction for teachers

The texts in this book are for children who read fluently and accurately. This increasing independence

in reading should enable them to establish the meaning of each text and to answer questions on it.

Familiarise yourself with each text before introducing it, and make full use of the opening pointer

when doing so. Your knowledge of each child’s abilities will determine whether you read the text

together first or leave the child to read alone.

All the texts will stimulate, inform and entertain, while reflecting the range of genres recommended

for Year 4 by the Primary Framework for literacy. The fiction texts include poetry, narrative,

historical fiction, traditional fable, wartime propaganda, the classics, fantasy and a playscript. The

non-fiction texts include instruction, information, reports and recounts. The range of subject matter

covers diverse interest areas, appealing to both boys and girls, with themes designed to dovetail with

teaching across the curriculum.

The child should be able to implement a number of strategies to discern the meaning of new words.

These include recognising similarities to familiar words (for example, the word ‘quises’ is similar
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to the word ‘disquise’) and using contextual clues (for example, the setting or the character’s

behaviour). Having a dictionary available will build the child’s confidence and provide practice in the

use of reference books. In some cases, a glossary is provided.

First published in 2010

Copyright ©Schofield & Sims Limited 2010
Author: Celia Warren

Celia Warren has asserted her moral right under the Copyright,
Designs and Patents Act, 1988, to be identified as the author of this
work.

London goes wild (page 4), from the Observer, 31 July 1966,

is copyright ©Guardian News and Media Limited 1966, and is
reproduced with the permission of the publisher.

How to make a wormery (page 6) is published with the permission
of Glasgow City Council Countryside Ranger Service.

Why? (page 8) by Charles Causley, first published by Macmillan,

is reproduced with the permission of David Higham Associates
Limited.

Dogs are good for you! (page 10) is from the article Improve

your health, become a dog owner’, by Lynne Wallis, from the

Daily Telegraph, 22 January 2007, copyright ©Telegraph Media
Group Limited 2007, and is reproduced with the permission of the
publisher.

The ‘ration book’ Olympics (page 12) by Celia Warren is based
on information from the article of the same title which appears on
the National Archives website (www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/
stories); this information is used with the kind permission of The
National Archives.

Robin Hood (page 14) is taken from The Adventures of Robin Hood by
Patricia Leitch, copyright ©Patricia Leitch 1983, and is reproduced
with the permission of HarperCollins Publishers Limited.

The veiled lady (page 16) is a dramatised version of a scene from
‘The Adventure of the Speckled Band’ by Arthur Conan Doyle. This
dramatisation is by Celia Warren, copyright ©Celia Warren 2010.
Battered by hurricane winds (page 18) is based on information
from the BBC news website.

Arthur’s sister turned to stone (page 22) is from King Arthur and
the Round Table by Geraldine McCaughrean, first published in the
UK by Hodder Children’s Books, a division of Hachette Children’s
Books, 338 Euston Road, London NW1 3BH, and is reproduced by
permission of the publisher.

The scarecrow (page 28) by Walter de la Mare is reproduced by
permission of the Literary Trustees of Walter de la Mare and the
Society of Authors as their representative.

Holy horrors (page 30) by Oliver Garnett and Claire Masset is
abridged from the article of the same title in the National Trust
Magazine, Autumn 2007, and is reproduced by kind permission of
the National Trust.

De (page 32) is copyright ©Valerie Bloom, and is reprinted by
permission of the author.

The fox repaid in his own coin (page 36), the retelling of Chaucer’s
‘The nun’s priest’s tale’, is taken from the Children’s Encyclopaedia by
Arthur Mee and is reproduced by permission of IPC Media, a Time
Warner company.

The thrill of wartime work (page 20) is taken from Peggy Speeds
the Plough by Madge S. Smith, published in 1945 by Humphrey
Milford / Oxford University Press. Despite every effort, Schofield &
Sims has been unable to trace the owner of this text. If you have
any information on rights, please call 01484 607080.

British Library Catalogue in Publication Data:
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British
Library.

All rights reserved. This publication is not part of the licensing
scheme run by the Copyright Licensing Agency and may not be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording
or otherwise.

Commissioning and editorial project management by
Carolyn Richardson Publishing Services
(www.publiserve.co.uk)

Design by Oxford Designers & Illustrators
Printed in the UK by Wyndeham Gait Ltd, Grimsby, Lincolnshire

ISBN 978 07217 1155 3



