Introduction

Many adults discover that when they are reading aloud to others, they fail to ‘hear’ what they
have read. This failure to take in meaning occurs despite the fact that they have relayed the

words perfectly and with appropriate intonation and stress. They will glean meaning and retain

information most effectively if allowed to read quietly to themselves. Similarly, children’s increased

speed and ease at ‘decoding’ text, by combining skills such as word recognition, phonic knowledge

and interpretation of contextual clues, may sometimes be at the expense of understanding what they
read. It is therefore important that they learn to read for meaning.

You should familiarise yourself with each text before presenting it to the children and make full use

of the opening pointer when introducing it. Your knowledge of the children’s abilities will determine

whether you read the extract with them first or leave each child to read independently.

These texts and the related questions encourage children to move beyond simple understanding and

recall (although these are tested) to look for more complex meaning. The children will use inference
and deduction, draw on their own experience and apply it to their reading through empathy,

visualisation and prediction. Questions assess the readers’ ability to explain ideas and events,
identify structures and observe how writers use language for different effects.

The extracts include fiction and poetry from different times, the work of popular children’s authors,
biography, autobiography, information texts, persuasive writing, poems that demonstrate various

poetic devices, journalistic writing, a letter and a playscript extract.

First published in 2010

Copyright ©Schofield & Sims Limited 2010
Author: Celia Warren

Celia Warren has asserted her moral right under the Copyright,
Designs and Patents Act, 1988, to be identified as the author of this
work.

Jacky Daydream remembers (page 4) is from Jacky Daydream by
Jacqueline Wilson, copyright ©Jacqueline Wilson 2007, published
in Great Britain by Doubleday, and is reproduced by permission of
David Higham Associates Limited.

Seal saves drowning dog (page 6) by Paul Stokes is from the article
‘Seal swims to rescue of drowning dog’, the Daily Telegraph, 19 June
2002, copyright ©Telegraph Media Group Limited 2002, and is
reproduced with the permission of the publisher.

Welsh hero Simon Weston (page 10) is abridged by Celia Warren
using extracts from two texts. The first extract, from Forgiveness:
Breaking the Chain of Hate, by Michael Henderson, published by
BookPartners Inc., Wilsonville, Oregon, USA, 1999, is reproduced
by kind permission of the author. The second extract, from 100
Welsh Heroes, by Allison Coleman, Ian Courtney, John Davies, lestyn
George and Miles Fletcher, published by Culturenet Cymru, 2004, is
reproduced by kind permission of the publisher.

Matilda joins Crunchem Hall (page 12) is from Matilda by Roald
Dahl, copyright ©Roald Dahl Nominee Limited 1988 (publisher
Jonathan Cape Limited), and is reproduced by permission of David
Higham Associates Limited.

Sixteen steps to the ice-house (page 18) is from Picture a Poem

by Gina Douthwaite, published by Hutchinson Children’s Books.
Reprinted by permission of The Random House Group Limited and
Andrew Mann Limited.

Sea fever (page 20) by John Masefield is reproduced by permission
of The Society of Authors as the literary representatives of the
Estate of John Masefield.

The hippogriff’s tusk (page 22) is from Jennings’ Diary by Anthony
Buckeridge, and is reproduced by kind permission of the author’s
widow Eileen Buckeridge, on behalf of the Anthony Buckeridge
Estate.

Bilbo the hobbit meets Smaug (page 26) is from The Hobbit by

J. R.R. Tolkien, copyright ©J. R. R. Tolkien 1937, and is reproduced
by permission of HarperCollins Publishers Limited.

The woman of water (page 28) by Adrian Mitchell, from Love
Songs of World War Three (copyright © Adrian Mitchell 1988), is
reproduced by permission of PFD (www.pfd.co.uk) on behalf of

The Estate of Adrian Mitchell. Adrian Mitchell health warning!
None of Adrian Mitchell’s poems to be used in connection with any
examinations whatsoever!

How music made peace (page 34) is taken from the Children’s
Encyclopaedia by Arthur Mee and is reproduced by permission of IPC
Media, a Time Warner company.

British Library Catalogue in Publication Data:
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

All rights reserved. This publication is not part of the licensing
scheme run by the Copyright Licensing Agency and may not be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording
or otherwise.

Commissioning and editorial project management by
Carolyn Richardson Publishing Services
(www.publiserve.co.uk)

Design by Oxford Designers & Illustrators
Printed in the UK by Wyndeham Gait Ltd, Grimsby, Lincolnshire

ISBN 978 07217 1156 0



