
Insects have extra stages in their life cycles. The diagram shows the 
life cycle of a butterfly.

Animal life cycles

4.	�a)	�Write down one way in which the life cycle of a butterfly is similar to  
the life cycle of a bird.

		

	 b)	How is it different?

		

		

Life cycle of
a butterfly

Eggs
Adult butterflies
mate and the

female
lays eggs.

Caterpillar
Each egg hatches

into a larva. The larva
of a butterfly is

called a caterpillar.

Pupa
When the caterpillar
has grown it makes a

hard shell around
itself. This is called

a chrysalis.

Adult emerging
Inside the chrysalis

the caterpillar
changes into
a butterfly.

Butterfly
Adult butterflies do
not live very long.
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